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Introduction: Watchman, what time of the night? As married person, what time of the night in your family? As single person, what time of the night in your life? Is it well with our family? Is it well with our lives? I believe today that God has raised up Pastors, and Evangelist, Apostles, Prophets, and Church workers that they might be watchmen over His kingdom. Not only them but He has also given every son or daughter of God; as Mothers and Fathers, Brothers and Sisters, Aunty or Uncle, Grand Mother of Father the same responsibility. Just as He told Ezekiel, “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: - Ezekiel 3:17-21. You and I have a responsibility as watchmen. We have been commissioned by God to cry out against sin. We are to warn the sinner and the righteous. Which house are you a Watchman today?
Shall we pray…Let turn our Bible to Isa. 21:11-12, I read. This is just two verses of prophesy! 
A watchman in this context is a child of God who can see and predict the future base on God’s Word but not the physical watchman at post. The watchman is asked "what is left of the night?" Night has befallen the world! This is not the natural night time that we go to sleep, but a symbol of sin – Full of darkness which is usually associated with bad habits and hard times. This was the Night that they were in! 

The world today is full of sin which is our night; sin is on the increase and has entered into the Church in the name of fashion, pleasure, civilization and comfort. Men fear shame than they fear God, we love pleasure and comfort than we love the command of God. We esteem evil and it glory than we esteem Christ and His righteousness. Therefore Jesus said “But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him” - John 11:10. The Light that shines in darkness is no longer valued in our conversation and daily activities in this fallen world therefore we easily stumble and fall. The world of sin! 

The text we just read gives us TWO CHARACTERS, Seir and the one with the vision called the Watchman! Seir is a mountain in Edom, sometimes called as Edom. The people of Edom are known to be the descendant of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob which is Israel. Esau becomes known as someone who puts fleshly appetites before more important, lasting things of value. He sold the “Future” for food! – Fleshly appetites. Jacob buys the “Future”. Jacob could have asked for one week or one month or one year supply of Esau’s daily gains from hunting, but he didn’t ask for that. He aimed at the “Future” and negotiated for that. The birth right of his brother!
Many of us today are living like the people of Edom, the Esau’s. Selling our “Future” for just a few RMB’s and some crazy short pleasure, thereby, losing it all. We liar to escape present shame forgetting about the eternal shame and torture that will live with us forever.
The watchman is Isaiah, which stands for the children of Israel, meaning Jacob. Jacob at this point is been called upon by his twin brother “Watchman, what of the night?" As the Lord told Rebekah when she was pregnant with the twins, both Esau and Jacob would become nations, but Esau would be the weaker nation, dominated by his younger twin. Gen. 25-27.

Israel (Jacob) will rule over Edom (Esau). Meaning Jacob will enjoy the role of the elderly with also the responsibility of taking care of his brother. 
Beloved we have weaker children, husband, wives, friends, relatives or people living around us that God want us to watch over. We are to provide spiritual guide for them. When we fail to provide the needed guide to them, they turn up becoming a torn in our flesh. When our life does not carry the needed message to them, they live lives that become a problem to us. When Jacob failed to please God, Edom failed miserably! When we are not in obedience to God, nothing will obey us! Edom grew in evil towards his own brother. The Edomites rejoice whenever Israel comes under punishment. The enmity between the two countries was very strong. Lam. 4:21, Ps. 137:7. Edom has fallen away from Jacob! Threading on ungodly path! They are no friends to God! Leading purposeless life! Following after vanity of this life! Yet these people are blood brothers of Israel – Jacob. Jacob is a watchman over them! 
Today, when we look into our families, our Church, working life or all areas of our life, we can see our Edom fallen away from us! They are no more friends to God, leading purposeless life! Following after vanity! Yet they are part of us, we are watchman over them! They cry, “Watchman, what of the night? 
THE WATCHMAN SEES THE TIMES – I Chron. 12:32

“…of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their command;” These are ordinary men like you and I but were full of understanding therefore know what Israel ought to do! ALL their brethren were at their command because they knew the times and could see well and instruct correctly. 
The watchman, Isaiah, was not a physical watchman in the tower, but a spiritual person watching on his knees and declaring what he sees! Therefore, he saw three seasons that he declared unto his brothers. “THE MORNING COMETH!” “AND ALSO THE NIGHT!” AND “RETURN! COME BACK!” –v 12.
· THE MORNING COMETH! – “Good News Times”
In that darkest night, Isaiah saw “THE MORNING COMETH!” The Morning is the moment of hope, a time of relief! A Good News Time! They were all looking for a temporary rest but God’s plan for them was ETERNAL rest! Here Jesus is the hope that they were looking for! The Rest of their night! The Morning comes! Our Savior comes! Jesus is the light that we need in our darkest night! Not the government or another thing in this life! The night of sin will only be overcome with the Light that Christ alone gives! In 2 Samuel 23:4 King David, “As he looks forward with a prophetic eye to the future coming of the Messiah, King David said, “And he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, A morning without clouds, Like the tender grass springing out of the earth, By clear shining after rain.” King David prophesied about the coming of the Messiah! Jesus the Savior of the world! No matter our haughtiness, ungodly nature: no friends to God, our continuous enmity with God, the Morning is coming for both the righteous and the sinner. The beginning of a new dawn day for both of them! 
Today we have seen this “Morning” Jesus redemption work on the cross. What is our attitude towards Christ? The Morning without clouds! Have we embraced Him as our Savior or we are still drifting from God, threading on the path of sin and ungodliness? If we have not embraced Him, our darkest night will be extended to perpetual Night! Everlasting darkness if we don’t repent and turn to the Lord! The second time…  The Night!
· AND ALSO THE NIGHT! – “Bad News Times”
The “Night” here refers to period of affliction, punishment and suffering everlasting. It is Bad News Time! Currently, we have Christ our Savior, our Morning with us. If we will receive Him, we can escape the coming everlasting judgment from God which has no end. In 2 Thess. 1:8-10 “ in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.” The Lord shall punish with everlasting destruction those who do not know Him, who have not embraced the Morning, Christ our Savior! Their darkness shall be as described in Amos 5:18-20 “Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! For what good is the day of the Lord to you? It will be darkness, and not light. It will be as though a man fled from a lion, And a bear met him! Or as though he went into the house, Leaned his hand on the wall, And a serpent bit him! Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light? Is it not very dark, with no brightness in it?
Beloved in Christ, what good is the day of the Lord going to be to you since you know that it is not light but DARKNESS! Why don’t you return from your evil ways and inquire and come back to our Father. This is the last of the times! Return! Come back! 
· RETURN! COME BACK! – “Decision Times”
This is the Moment of Decision! A time to inquire and come back! We are to inquire of our Lord; we are to return to our God both Jaws and Gentiles, all are called upon to return! We are to come back to our God! In Romans 2:11, “For there is no partiality of persons with God.” Therefore, as stated in Acts 3:19, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;” 
"Let the wicked forsake his way . . .  let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God for He will abundantly pardon." – Isaiah 55:7. This morning how willing are we to come back to our creator and escape the impending danger? Christ is not coming as a Lamb this time but as a Lion! As a Judge! The Lord is calling come my son! Come my daughter! I went to the CROSS for you! If you want to be the Lord’s watchman, you will need to come to Him. Please shall stand up before God in prayer!
In Conclusion

Today, we have all failed God in keeping watch over what God has bless us with and therefore have lost them. We know we are responsible of the lost of our child, husband, wife, parents, etc. to the world. The Bible says, “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7:14. Are we ready to humble ourselves before our God? Pray, seek His face and ask for His forgiveness, just pray. [image: image1.png]





